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also make himself a name among warriors. While
quite a youth, he volunteered to go out with a party, and
soon gave convincing proof of his courage. He also early
learned the arts of hunting the deer, the bear, the moose,
and all the smaller animals common to the country ; and
in these pursuits he took the ordinary lessons of Indian
young men in abstinence, suffering, danger, and endurance
of fatigue. In this manner his nerves were knit and
formed for activity, and his mind stored with those lessons
of caution which are the result of local experience in the
forest. Ie possessed a tall and commanding person, with
a full, black, piercing eye, and the usual features of his
countrymen. He had a clear and full-toned voice, and
spoke his native language with grace and fluency. To
these attractions he united an early reputation for bravery
and skill in the chase,and at the age of twenty-two, he was
already a war leader.”

Expeditions of one Indian tribe against another require
the utmost caution, skill, and secrecy. There are a hun-
dred things to give information to such a party, or influence
its action, which are unknown to civilized nations. The
breaking of a twig, the slightest impression of a foot-print,
and other like circumstances, determine a halt, a retreat,
or an advance. The most scrupulous attention is also paid
to the signs of the heavens, the flight of birds, and above
all to the dreams and predictions of the jos-so-keed, priest
or prophet, who accompanies them, and who is intrusted
with the sacred sack. The theory upon which all these
parties are conducted, is secrecy and stratagem; to steal
upon the enemy unawares ; to lay in ambush, or decoy ; to
kill, and to avoid as much as possible the hazard of being
killed. An intimate geographical knowledge of the
country is also required by a successful war leader, and
such a man piques himself not only upon knowing every
prominent stream, hill, valley, wood, or rock, but the



